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Authorities seek source of oxycodone pills traf-
ficked at VA medical center 
By Alexia Campbell 

A drug raid at the West Palm Beach Veter-

ans Affairs Medical Center has led authori-

ties into a deeper investigation of who 

supplied hospital employees with mass 

amounts of oxycodone and where the 

seized pills came from. 
 

Hundreds of pills were peddled in stair-

wells, parking lots and benches at the 

hospital, authorities said. 
 

15 people arrested in the raid appeared in 

handcuffs before a judge on charges rang-

ing from trafficking or selling oxycodone to 

selling marijuana near a church. Three 

more are in custody pending their hear-

ings, the Palm Beach County State Attor-

ney's Office said. 
 

The 18 hospital employees, patients and 

associates arrested in the multi-agency 

sting are accused of making large profits 

from dealing prescription pain killers and 

other drugs at the hospital and a nearby 

shopping plaza. Most were allowed to post 

bond or were released on their own recog-

nizance, the State Attorney's Office said. 
 

Three more arrests are expected, the 

Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office said.  
 

During the seven-month investigation, 

dubbed Operation Tango Vax, authorities 

seized about 6,000 oxycodone pills and 

$200,000 in cash. 
 

Federal agents found most of it stashed in 

the Jupiter home of the hospital's pharma-

ceutical technician. Drug Enforcement 

Administration agents found 

5,000 oxycodone pills and 

about $100,000 in cash at 

Terri Guerra's home after her 

son was arrested on drug 

trafficking charges in a Penn-

sylvania case. 
 

Guerra's son led authorities 

to the loot at her home, and 

agents later found out she 

worked at the VA hospital, 

where she oversaw its phar-

maceutical inventory, accord-

ing to an arrest report. The 

pills found in a safe at her home matched 

the brand she ordered for the medical 

center, the report said. 
 

Assistant State Attorney 

Philip Wiseberg asked a 

judge to keep Guerra in jail 

without bond. He said he 

worries she may post bail 

with illegitimate money or 

may flee after her release. 
 

"We have a legitimate con-

cern because of the amount 

of drugs and money moving 

through her house," 

Wiseberg said. 
 

Another hearing was sched-

uled for Guerra on Monday. 

She faces up to 30 years in 

prison for conspiracy to 

traffic oxycodone. Her attor-

ney, Jack Goldberger, could 

not be reached for com-

ment despite an attempt by 

phone. 
 

Nursing assistants and a respiratory thera-

pist were among the six hospital employ-

ees arrested in Thursday's drug sweep. A 

confidential informant helped undercover 

agents buy pain pills, marijuana and other 

drugs from the defendants, authorities 

said. 
 

In early July, a respiratory therapist 

pushed 50 oxycodone pills to undercover 

agents at a shopping plaza near the hospi-

tal, according to an arrest report. 
 

Robert Cefola, 50, sold the pills for $650 

and stuffed the cash in his hospital scrubs. 

He later sold another 56 pills and 21 

grams of marijuana to agents, the report 

said. 
 

Cefola faces up to 75 years in prison on 

charges of trafficking oxycodone and sell-

ing marijuana near a church. His bond was 

set at $41,000. 
 

Another hospital employee sold pills while 

pushing a stretcher on the sixth floor of the 

hospital, authorities said. Melvin Williams, 

61, reportedly handed an undercover 

agent 60 pain pills wrapped in a napkin in 

exchange for $60. He faces 60 years in 

prison on charges of selling oxycodone 

near a church. He was ordered held on 

$20,000 bond. 
 

Local authorities began investigating the 

medical center after the Office of Inspector 

General of the U.S. Department of Veter-

ans Affairs alerted them to the drug traf-

ficking allegations.  

Some of the 18 suspects arrested in Thursday's 

VA Center bust made their first court appear-

ances. Robert Cefola, a respiratory therapist, 

was among those to answer to drug charges a 

day after he was arrested at his home  



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  

By summer 2012, VA will install the solar 

PV systems at five VA medical centers in 

sunny locations, from Texas to California.  

VA selected the sites based on feasibility 

studies that determined the most ideal loca-

tions to invest in on-site renewable energy 

projects.   

Solar PV installations are slated for Oklaho-

ma City; Temple, Texas; Amarillo, Texas; 

Loma Linda, Calif. and West Los Angeles. 

VAôs goal is to increase renewable energy 

consumption to 15 percent of annual elec-

tricity usage by 2013.  The installation of 

these five solar PV systems will help VA 

meet that goal.  Renewable energy projects 

such as, solar PV and wind turbines, pro-

WASHINGTON ï The Department of Veter-

ans Affairs (VA) has awarded $56.7 million 

in contracts to build solar photovoltaic (PV) 

systems in support of ongoing energy effi-

ciency and renewable energy initiatives.    

ñWith these investments in clean energy 

and other renewable energy projects, we 

are marching forward with the Presidentôs 

initiative to expand innovation in the federal 

government and create new jobs,ò said VA 

Secretary Eric K. Shinseki.  ñThe benefits of 

using solar power are profound, from re-

ducing greenhouse gas emissions to im-

proving the quality of the air we breathe.  

This initiative is good for Veterans and 

good for our environment.ò    

vide free energy to power VA facilities and 

provide a variety of benefits. 

VA has also awarded 35 additional solar 

PV systems at medical centers and national 

cemeteries across the nation.  VA has in-

vested over $300 million in renewable ener-

gy projects since 2009.  Information on 

these on-going projects and more can be 

found at green.va.gov.  

VA Funds Solar Energy Projects at 5 Hospitals  
To Promote Innovation & Create Jobs 
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VA Opens Small Business Conference in New Orleans  
Government Leaders and Procurement Specialists On Hand for Largest Nationwide Conference of Its Kind 

The National Veterans Small Business 

Conference and Expo in New Orleans is 

underway.  Hosted by VA for the first time, 

it is the largest nationwide conference of 

its kind focused on helping Veteran-owned 

and service-disabled Veteran-owned busi-

nesses succeed in winning federal con-

tracts and expanding their businesses. 

The conference runs through Thursday. 

ñThis conference offers a new approach to 

providing Veteran-owned businesses and 

service-disabled Veteran-owned business-

es the access and tools they need to thrive 

in the Federal marketplace,ò said Eric K. 

Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

ñOur primary goal is to help more Veterans 

start and grow their own businesses.ò 

In addition to Secretary Shinseki and other 

senior VA leaders, conference speakers 

include Jane Lute, Deputy Secretary for 

the Department of Homeland Security, and 

Frank Kendall, Principal Deputy Undersec-

retary of Defense for Acquisition, Logistics 

and Technology.  

The conference offers valuable insight to 

assist both new and seasoned Veteran-

owned and service-disabled Veteran-

owned small businesses to suc-

ceed.  More than 100 sessions will ad-

dress a range of topics, including brand-

ing, marketing, management, financing 

and business opportunities within the fed-

eral government as well as how to secure 

loans through the Small Business Admin-

istration (SBA) and its new Express & Pilot 

Programs, which offer streamlined and 

expedited loan procedures for certain 

borrowers such as Veterans.   

Participants also have an exceptional 

opportunity to network via the VetGovPart-

ner platform that enables them to view 

extensive business profiles of all partici-

pants at the conference as well as to iden-

tify business opportunities associated with 

the more than 200 government procure-

ment decision makers in attendance. 

The conference also offers on-site assis-

tance to Veterans and Veteran business 

owners on how to become eligible for VAôs 

Vets First Contracting Program.  

For those Veterans or Veterans-owned 

businesses new to the process, the con-

ference provides a learning session that 

explains current requirements to become 

verified accompanied by lessons learned 

and tips to help applicants navigate the 

process.  In addition, VA staff are on-site 

to assist firms to initiate verification appli-

cations, and to provide updates on status 

of applications in process.   

The conference learning sessions are 

targeted at a variety of businesses--from 

new business owners to well-established 

Veteran-owned businesses looking to 

expand opportunities or increase market 

share. 

Additionally, the state directors of VA from 

10 states are attending to share their óbest 

practicesô on Veterans-owned business 

development with conference attendees. 

The National Veterans Small Business 

Conference and Expo is open to both 

government and non-government person-

nel.  For more information and to register 

f o r  t he  co n fe r enc e ,  go  to 

www.nationalveteransconference.com  

http://www.green.va.gov
http://www.nationalveteransconference.com
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Support Program: Shared Solutions 

1-800-887-8100 

 

Gilenya (fingolimod)   

Use: Treatment of relapsing-remitting 

MS  

How administered: Orally in pill form  

Frequency of use: Daily  

Common side effects: Eye toxicity, in-

creased risk of infection 

 

Novantrone (mitoxantrone)   

Use: Treatment of rapidly worsening re-

lapsing-remitting MS and for progressive-

relapsing or secondary-progressive forms 

of MS  

How administered: Intravenous (by vein)  

Frequency of use: Once every 3 months 

or four times a year. Maximum dose 8-12 

doses  

Common side effects: Nausea, hair thin-

ning, decreased white blood cell count  

Support Program: MS LifeLines 1-877-

447-3243 

 

Rebif (interferon beta-1a)   

Use: Treatment of relapsing forms of 

MS How administered: Subcutaneous 

(under the skin) injection  

Frequency of use: Three times per week  

Common side effects: Mild flu-like symp-

toms  

Support Program: MS LifeLines 1-877-

447-3243 

 

Tysabri (natalizumab) 

Use: Treatment of relapsing forms of MS 

How administered: Intravenous (in the 

vein) 

Frequency of use: Every 4 weeks   

Common side effects: Headache, feeling 

tired, and joint pain   
Source: Web-MD  

 

A number of drugs have been shown to 

slow the progression of MS in some peo-

ple. These are called the disease modify-

ing drugs. They include: 

¶ Avonex (interferon beta-1a) 

¶ Betaseron (interferon beta-1b) 

¶ Copaxone (glatiramer acetate) 

¶ Novantrone (mitoxantrone) 

¶ Rebif (interferon beta-1a) 

¶ Tysabri (natalizumab) 

¶ Gilenya (fingolimod) 

 

How Do These Drugs Work? 
All of these drugs work by suppressing, or 

altering, the activity of the body's immune 

system. Thus, these therapies are based 

on the theory that MS is, at least in part, a 

result of an abnormal response of the 

body's immune system that causes it to 

attack the myelin surrounding nerves. 

 

Do the Drugs Cure MS? 
These medications do not cure MS, but 

they do reduce the frequency and severity 

of attacks and the development of new 

brain lesions. In addition, they slow down 

the progression of MS, reducing future 

disability. 

These drugs can improve the quality of life 

for many people with MS. Therefore, most 

doctors suggest that treatment with one of 

these drugs be started in most people as 

soon as a diagnosis of relapsing-remitting 

MS has been made. 

 

Is Drug Therapy Right for Me? 
The decision concerning whether or when 

to begin treatment with one of these medi-

cations is best made by you and your doc-

tor. Factors that should be considered 

include potential side effects, benefits, 

frequency, method of medication delivery, 

and your personal concerns, priorities and 

lifestyle. 

The most important goal is to find a treat-

ment you can use comfortably and consist-

ently. Each phar-

maceutical compa-

ny offers customer 

support and may 

also provide some 

financial assis-

tance for qualifying 

individuals without 

prescription drug 

coverage. 

 

Here's what you 

need to know about the most commonly 

used MS drugs.  

 

Avonex (interferon beta-1a)  

Use: Treatment of relapsing forms of MS, 

and to treat after an initial episode of in-

flammation. 

How administered: Intramuscular (into the 

muscle) injection 

Frequency of use: Weekly 

Common side effects: Mild flu-like symp-

toms 

Support Program: MS Active Source 1-

800-456-2255 

 

Betaseron (interferon beta-1b)   

Use: Treatment of relapsing forms of MS  

How administered: Subcutaneous (under 

the skin) injection  

Frequency of use: Every other day  

Common side effects: Mild flu-like symp-

toms  

Support Program: MS Pathways 1-800-

788-1467 

 

Copaxone (glatiramer acetate)   

Use: Treatment of relapsing-remitting MS  

How administered: Subcutaneous (under 

the skin) injection  

Frequency of use: Daily  

Common side effects: Possible reaction 

at the injection site  

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS  

Multiple Sclerosis: Drug Therapy 
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which also appears to be linked to genetics. 

African Americans, for instance, are less likely 

than Caucasians to develop multiple sclerosis, 

but those who do get it tend to suffer more se-

vere attacks. 

However, like many neurological ailments, the 

disease is not linked to a single gene but is 

multifactorial, potentially involving numerous 

genes and environmental triggers. Scientists are 

still trying to identify all the culprits. 

In 2007, a precursor study looked at the DNA of 

3,000 individuals, about a third of whom had 

multiple sclerosis, using a technique known as 

genome-wide associations. Parsing this DNA, 

the study found four locations in the human 

genome with genetic components common 

among those with the dis-

ease. Previously scientists in 

the field had known of only 

one such location. 

The success of that study and 

follow-up efforts spurred the 

new, much larger study, 

which verified 21 candidate 

genetic loci already discov-

ered and uncovered 29 addi-

tional hot spots. These hot 

spots are analogous to pings 

from a metal detector in that a 

strong ping indicates the 

presence of some buried 

metal object, but gives no 

indication as to whether it is 

sunken treasure or an old 

rusty can. 

According to Oksenberg, 

researchers already have 

strong hints of which underly-

ing genes may exist in these 

hot spots. Because multiple 

sclerosis is caused by im-

mune cells attacking neurons, 

some of the newly discovered 

loci are in spots that contain 

genes involved in neurologi-

cal function. Most of the loci 

contain genes related to 

immune processes. 

For instance, one of the hot spots contains 

genes that control the levels of a protein called 

IL-7 receptor, a key regulator of T cells, which 

are linked to periodic multiple sclerosis attacks. 

Other hot spots uncovered by the consortium are 

less clearly linked. According to Oksenberg, 

each of the 50 hot spots is another possible 

avenue toward uncovering the genetics of multi-

ple sclerosis and helping people with the dis-

ease. 

ñArmed with this new genetic landscape for 

multiple sclerosis, it will now be possible to iden-

tify the culprit genes, understand how they alter 

function, and determine how they could trigger 

the onset of the disease,ò Hauser said. 

Genetic secrets of multiple sclerosis may be 

buried in 50 ñhot spotsò in the human genome, 

which were just uncovered by a consortium of 

more than 240 scientists in 23 countries, includ-

ing researchers at the University of California, 

San Francisco (UCSF). 

Led by the International Multiple Sclerosis Ge-

netics Consortium and the Wellcome Trust Case 

Control Consortium in the U.K., the results will 

immediately help to frame the genetics of multi-

ple sclerosis by allowing 

scientists to identify many 

of the genes involved and 

determine how they con-

tribute to this complex 

disease. 

ñWe have completed a 

large part of the genetic 

puzzle of the disease,ò said 

Jorge Oksenberg, PhD, 

who is the G.A. Zimmer-

mann Endowed Chair in 

Neurology at UCSF and a 

co-author on the study. 

Longer term, the findings 

will guide future efforts to 

assess an individualôs risk 

of developing multiple 

sclerosis and to develop 

new drugs for treating this 

complex disease, which 

affects some 2.5 million 

people worldwide and 

400,000 in the United 

States. 

ñWe all share a sense of 

great optimism that these 

results will set the stage for 

a better understanding of 

how multiple sclerosis 

begins and for the develop-

ment of better means to 

treat, and maybe even prevent, the disease in 

the future,ò said Stephen Hauser, MD, the Rob-

ert A. Fishman Distinguished Professor and 

chair of the Department of Neurology who was 

the senior author from UCSF on the study. 

Described in the Aug. 11, 2011 issue of the 

journal Nature, the study compares genetic 

material from tens of thousands of individuals in 

the United States and Europe, including 10,000 

people with multiple sclerosis. 

It identified 50 distinct genetic loci, or regions of 

DNA sequences, that ñcontributeò to multiple 

sclerosis. These loci do not necessarily indicate 

specific genes that cause the disease but rather 

locations on the genome where there may be 

genes and genetic variations that influence 

someoneôs risk of developing the disease. 

Follow-up studies at UCSF and elsewhere will 

attempt to identify the exact genes involved and 

determine the how they contribute to the dis-

ease. 

Immune System Attacks Nerve Fibers 

Multiple sclerosis is a debilitating, chronic dis-

ease that often strikes people before the age of 

40 and is more common in women than in men. 

It is an autoimmune disease and in most cases 

involves periodic flare-ups when a personôs 

immune system attacks the myelin sheath that 

insulates nerve fibers in the brain and spinal 

cord. Damage to these sheaths can short circuit 

signals traveling along the nerve fibers, disrupt-

ing the normal flow of communication from the 

brain and causing a range of symptoms ï includ-

ing weakness, sensory disturbance, fatigue, 

visual impairments and loss of coordination. 

Scientists have known for years that genes play 

a role in multiple sclerosis because it runs in 

families. They have also known that the dis-

easeôs pathogenesis ï how often and how se-

verely the attacks occur ï varies among patients, 

Major Genetic Study of Multiple Sclerosis Reveals 
DNA Hot Spots of Disease Susceptibility  
By Jason Bardi  

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS  

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is a complex disease that is not caused by a single gene or environmen-

tal factor. Rather, many overlapping causes contribute to the disease, as shown here. These 

may include the action of various genes and exposure to chemicals, pathogens, and other 

external triggers. The study of epigenetic and other regulatory mechanisms linked to MS sus-

ceptibility is only beginning to emerge. Image by J.Oksenberg/UCSF.  
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basic human need to connect.  We 

will reference various writing 

prompts and art examples through 

writing workshops and 1:1 sessions 

such as: 

§ Creative Writing (journaling and 

documenting life experiences) 

§ Photography (ideas about your 

sense if place and community) 

§ Bookmaking (makes an accor-

Experience a chance to tell your 

story through the expression of Art.  

This program is an opportunity to 

learn new methods to explore your 

creativity through writing, photog-

raphy, bookmaking and digital me-

dia.  Activities such as journaling 

and story writing about personal 

experiences or fictional tales can 

strengthen self identity and self 

esteem, while affirming our most 

dion version or photo album) 

§ Digital Media (audio and video) 

If you are interested in this oppor-

tunity, please sign your name be-

low and identify your ward/area.  

Participation in the program will be 

coordinated by your Recreation 

Therapist. 

Facilitator: Tina Aguilar, Arts and 

Humanities, M.A.  

proud that this bill has garnered the sup-

port of dozens of Veterans and Military 

Service Organizations. 

ñThe VOW Act is comprehensive legislation 

to help provide Americaôs veterans with the 

training and skills necessary to compete in 

the 21st century marketplace. It does this 

by: 

Extending training benefits to unemployed 

veterans to teach them new skills for high-

demand jobs; 

The Chairman of the House Committee on 

Veteransô Affairs, Rep. Jeff Miller, issued 

the following statement regarding President 

Obamaôs Employing Americaôs Veterans 

initiative: 

ñI am delighted that President Obama is 

willing to join forces with Congress to stem 

veteran unemployment. One of my top 

priorities as Chairman of the House Com-

mittee on Veteransô Affairs has been ensur-

ing that Americaôs veterans can find mean-

ingful employment when they return home. 

Today, almost 1 million veterans find them-

selves out of work. I am sure all Americans 

would agree this is unacceptable. 

ñAs the sponsor of the Restoring GI Bill 

Fairness Act of 2011 that was signed into 

law this week, we not only provided Ameri-

caôs veterans with choice in their higher 

education goals, but we also took a major 

step forward in having the most qualified 

workforce since World War II. 

ñIn May, I made a commitment to challenge 

America to institute policies and programs 

that will reduce veteran unemployment to 

less than 5% over the next two years. The 

first step I have taken toward that goal is 

the Veterans Opportunity to Work Act of 

2011 (H.R. 2433), the VOW Act. I am 

Making career and transition courses man-

datory for service-members leaving the 

military; 

Strengthening re-employment protections 

for National Guard and Reservists; and 

Improving licensing and credentialing pro-

cesses for new veterans. 

ñIn addition, in July, I introduced the Tax 

Credit to Hire Veterans Act of 2011 (H.R. 

2443). This bill not only assists Americaôs 

veterans, but also helps our small busi-

nesses, the engine of our economy. 

ñI call on all Americans to help us in this 

effort. As Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 

come home, and as Vietnam, Cold War, 

and Persian Gulf War veterans canôt find, 

or lose their jobs, our economy is losing 

some of its best and brightest leaders and 

workers. This must be our sacred obliga-

tion to all who have served.ò 

Veterans Opportunity to Work Act of 2011  

Jeff  Miller Chairman of the House Committee on 

Veteransõ Affairs (Rep) Florida's 1st congressional 

district  
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year. 

 

In closing I hope that all our members have a 

safe and enjoyable holiday season and that 

we see as many of you as possible at our 

annual Christmas Membership Dinner in 

December.   

The heat is almost over hopefully and I 

hope everyone did manage to stay cool 

in this record heat.  With the fall bring 

the budget process for the next fiscal 

year. I have to admit that this year our 

Treasurer John Fay did a fantastic job 

preparing the budget for the Board of 

Directors to review and pass.  He has 

worked long and hard on actual number and 

got input from everyone.  Thank You John, 

Great Job!!! 

 

Steven Ray, Jackie Childress and I just re-

turned from The Woodland, Texas, just out-

side Houston where the 65th Annual Con-

vention was held.  We had a good conven-

tion and we were able get a lot done for the 

organization some of which I am sure that 

Steven Ray will mention in his article.  One 

item I do want to mention is that due to some 

funding on the National level the National 

Board of Directors were forced to do a 10 

percent cut on all chapter funding for fiscal 

year 2012.  This means that we may be 

forced to cut back on some of our funding for 

our programs.  Hopefully through on going 

fundraisers and future fundraiser, we will be 

able to make up that difference and maintain 

our current programs. The National elections 

were held and the following members were 

either re-elected or newly elected:  Bill Law-

son, President, Al Kovack, Sr. Vice Presi-

dent, Ken Weas, Vice President, Eduardo 

Oyola-Rivera, Vice President, David Fowler, 

Vice President, David Zurfluh, Vice Presi-

dent, Craig Enenbach, Treasurer, and Frank 

Rigo, Secretary. Congratulations to everyone 

of these men and a big Thank You to the 

members who were not re-elected, but still 

did a great job for the organization. 

 

We will be holding our first Annual PVA Trap 

shoot in Fort Worth, at the Ft. Worth Gun 

Club on September 30, October 1, and 2, 

2011, we are hoping that this will become 

one of our annual events and if there are any 

shooters out there, please feel free to come 

and enjoy the weekend with us.  Being new 

to this sport, we will need all the assistance 

we can get and I am sure that we will have a 

great time as well. 

 

With the fall brings a lot of events that the 

chapter takes part in each year, some being 

the Veteranôs Day activities, Dallas VA pa-

tient Carnival, and the childrenôs Christmas 

we do for some special needs children in the 

Dallas ISD area.  As always we can always 

use all the help we can get with this event 

and look forward to having a good turnout for 

these events. So if you would like to know 

the dates, or take part in the events, please 

feel free to call the chapter and we will be 

honored to have your assistance.  It is al-

ways heart warming to do good volunteer 

work for the chapter and see the benefits that 

it has on our members of the special needs 

children in the area.  So please volunteer this 

Fayetteville, Arkansas, Oct. 17-23, 2011 

Boston, Massachusetts, Oct. 8-14, 2012 

Reno, Nevada, Oct. 21-27, 2013 

San Diego, California, Sept. 18-23, 2011 

San Diego, California, Sept. 16-21, 2012 

 

Iowa City, Iowa, Sept. 12-15, 2011 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, August 1-6, 2011 

Richmond, Virginia, June 25 - 30, 2012 

Honolulu, Hawaii, May 26-31, 2011 

St. Louis, Missouri, May 30 - June 4, 2012 

Snowmass Village, Colorado, March 27 -  April 1, 2011 

Snowmass Village, Colorado, April 1-6, 2012 

Snowmass Village, Colorado, March 31ï April 5, 2013 

National Veterans Rehabilitation Special Events 
Upcoming Event Dates and Locations 

Event dates are listed as Participant Registration and Opening Ceremonies being on the first date and Closing 

Ceremonies on the final date.  Travel dates are not included. 

We are having a Trapshoot event at the  
Ft. Worth Gun Club  

1064 RM 2871 
 Ft. Worth, TX 76126  

(817) 244-9878 
http://fortworthtrapandskeet.com/   
Registration: September 31, 2011  
Completion days Oct 1-2, 2011.  
Call the office for more details : 

972-276-5252. 

http://fortworthtrapandskeet.com/
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The Chapter just 

celebrated their 

22nd Birthday. 

We decided to go back to Shena-

naganz because it has a wide variety 

of things to do, Arcade games, bowl-

ing, laser tag, go karts, rock climbing, 

mini golf and a few other things like 

photo booths and plenty of places to 

sit and enjoy each otherôs company all 

in the comfort of air conditioning, right 

now thatôs a major plus.  

 We had a great turn out, I think the 

final number was at 69 and though I 

was unable to attend I want to thank 

all those who did attend. I have heard 

nothing but positive feedback from 

everyone. The Chapter Birthday cele-

bration is one of my favorite events 

because it brings families together. Itôs 

a time for everyone to bring their fami-

lies out and we all get to see how big 

the babies have gotten, whoôs going 

on to college, what weddings are in 

preparation and to remember those 

that have passed and what good and 

bad times we all had throughout the 

year. If you have never attended mark 

your calendar for next August and 

come on out, I know you will really 

enjoy it. 

Our next event will be the Awards & 

Membership Dinner, Saturday, Sep-

tember 10, 2011, noon to 4pm at the 

Radisson Hotel, 11350 LBJ Freeway 

@ Jupiter Rd, Garland Texas. We 

look forward to seeing you there. 

We are also planning a Trap Shoot 

event so please check back with us 

for dates and location. . 


